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The “Pearls of Wisdom” written in the mid 1800’s by Chinese Empress Tzu Hsi is often considered the fi rst standard and continues today to portray 
the essense of the breed.

THE  IMPERIAL PEKINGESE
Pearls dropped from the Lips of Her Imperial Majesty Tzu Hsi, Empress of the Flowery Land 

‘Let the Lion Dog be 
small; let it wear the 
swelling cape of dignity 
around its neck; let it 
display the billowing 
standard of pomp above 
its back.’ 

‘Let its face be black, 
let its fore-front be 
shaggy; let its forehead 
be straight and low, like 
unto the brow of an
Imperial  harmony 
boxer.’

‘Let its eyes be large and 
luminous; let its ears 
be set like the sails of a 
war-junk; let its nose be 
like that of the monkey 
god of the Hindus.’

‘Let its forelegs be bent, 
so that it shall not desire 
to wander far, or leave 
the Imperial precincts, 
Let its body be shaped 
like that of a hunting 
lion spying for its prey.’ 

‘Let its feet be tufted 
with plentiful hair that 
its footfall may be 
soundless; and for its 
standard of pomp let it 
rival the whisk of the 
Tibetan’s yak, which is 
flourished to protect the 
Imperial litter from the 
attacks of flying insects.

‘Let it be lively that it 
may afford entertain-             
ment by its gambols; let 
it be timid that it may 
not involve itself in 
danger,let it be domestic 
in its habits that it may 
live in amity with the 
other beasts, fishes, or 
birds that find protection  
in the Imperial Palace.’ 
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‘And for its colour let 
it be that of the lion---a 
golden sable, to be carried 
in the sleeve of a yellow 
robe, or the colour of a 
red bear, or a black or a 
white bear, or striped like 
a dragon, so that there 
may be dogs appropriate 
to every costume in the 
Imperial wardrobe.

‘Let it venerate its 
ancestors and  deposit 
offerings in the Canine 

Cemetery of the 
Forbidden City on each 
new moon.’

‘Let it comport itself with 
dignity, let it learn to 
bite the foreign devils 
instantly.

‘Let it be dainty in its 
food that it shall be 
known for an Imperial 
dog by its fastidiousness; 
sharks fins and curlews 
livers and the breasts of 

quails, on these may it be 
fed; and for drink give 
it the tea that is brewed 
from the spring buds of 
the shrub that groweth in 
the province of Hankow, 
or the milk of the 
antelopes that pasture in 
the Imperial parks.

‘Thus shall it preserve its 
integrity and self-respect; 
and for the day of sick-
ness let it be anointed 
with the clarified fat of 

the leg of a sacred 
leopard, and give it to 
drink a throstle’s 
egg-shell full of the juice 
of the custard apple in 
which has been dissolved 
three pinches of shredded 
rhinoceros horn, and 
apply to it piebald 
leeches.

‘So shall it remain – but if 
it die, remember thou too 
art mortal.
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History of the Pekingese

The Pekingese is a very ancient Chinese breed and members of 

this breed were the constant companions of royalty. The Empress 

Dowager, Tzu Hsi had many little “lion dogs”, some of which were 

smuggled out of China to England in the 19th century.  Looty was 

presented to Queen Victoria, and some of the others were bred 

and shown in England. The finest Pekingese in England and 

America today descended from these early dogs. Pekingese 

received official breed recognition by the American Kennel Club

in 1906 and in 1909 the Pekingese Club of America was 

founded. Their first show was held in January 1911. With 

the exception of 1915 during the First World War, the Specialty 

shows have continued annually making The Pekingese Club of 

America one of the oldest active clubs in the country.

Throughout this book, the 
Offi cial Standard, as approved 
by the American Kennel Club, 
is typeset in red.

The clarifi cations are set
in standard type, while the
traits to avoid are set in
italics.
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Comment: “The Pekingese dog should be judged as a whole- It 
must present a picture of balance and type. It must be evaluated 
for its good points rather than torn apart for its faults. In evaluating 
a Pekingese, one must keep in mind that it is a toy dog of great 
substance and character for its small size.”         Rose Marie Katz 

General Appearance
The Pekingese is a 
well-balanced, compact dog 
of Chinese origin with heavy 
front and lighter hindquarters. 
Its temperament is one of 
directness, independence 
and individuality. Its image 
is lionlike, implying courage, 
dignity and self-esteem rather 
than daintiness or delicacy.

What you should see:
When Pekingese enter the ring, the first observation should 

be the overall balance and proportion of the exhibits. Peking-

ese are small, compact, heavy set and low to the ground. 

Compactness with a lionlike shape is essential for breed 

type and should be immediately apparent. Pekingese are 

dignified and have attitudes of courage, self-importance and 

self-esteem.

What you should avoid:
Exhibits that are too long, too high stationed (too much leg), or have a 

long tubular body, lack the lionlike shape. Pekingese may be indepen-

dent and stubborn but they should never be shy or drop their tails.

A well-balanced Pekingese with a large head in proportion to the body and 

a full, well-conditioned coat presents a beautiful picture of type and dignity.
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Comment: “The Pekingese must have bone and substance, and the 
ratio of weight to size is of much greater importance than either weight 
or size in isolation.”
Nigel Aubrey-Jones

Size, Substance, 
Proportion

The Pekingese, when lifted, is 
surprisingly heavy for its size. 
It has a stocky, muscular body. 
All weights are correct within 
the limit of 14 pounds.

Disqualifi cation: Weight over 
14 pounds.

What you should see and feel:
The stocky muscular body should be visible and confirmed when

lifted.  All weights are correct within the limit of 14 pounds

and should be given equal consideration, providing type and

balance are not sacrificed. A Pekingese should look small and be

surprisingly heavy when lifted.

What you should avoid:
If a Pekingese, when lifted, feels light for its size, it may lack

muscle and bone substance. It is imperative to examine the

structure beneath the coat to determine the substance. A heavy

coat may cover a lack of body shape as well as poor substance.
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Comment: “In judging, the eye is not sufficient criterion, the dog 
must be felt.”
Mrs. Ashton Cross

Proportion

Overall balance is of 
utmost importance. The 
head is large in proportion 
to the body. The Pekingese 
is slightly longer than tall 
when measured from the 
forechest to the buttocks. 
The overall outline is an 
approximate ratio of 3 high 
to 5 long.

What you should see and feel:
A large head in proportion to the body is essential. Feel beneath
the coat to determine the 3 to 5 ratio because if the dog is too long
or too short, the correct rolling action of the gait is affected. The ribs
should be well sprung and deep, with a short loin.

What you should avoid:
Small heads along with bodies that are too long or too short are 

not in correct proportion.
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Comment: 
“The Pekingese head is the stamp of the breed and no matter how 
wonderfully conformed a Pekingese is or how typically it moves, 
without a good enough head its progress will be minimal.”
Nigel Aubrey-Jones

Head

Face
The topskull is massive, 
broad and  fl at and, when 
combined with the wideset 
eyes, cheekbones and broad 
lower jaw, forms the correctly 
shaped face. When viewed 
from the front, the skull 
is wider than deep, which 
contributes to the desired 
rectangular, envelope-shaped 
appearance of the  head.
(continued page 11)

What you should see and feel:
The head is one of the main characteristics of the breed and

should be large or massive in proportion to the size of the dog.

The face should be broad with a wide space between the eyes 

and the forehead should be shallow. The topskull should be flat 

between the ears.

 
The head should be proportionately wider than deep, described as

enveloped shaped, and flat between the ears.
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Comment: “A skull that cannot be made to look other than flat is the correct one, and this is a point to which I attach much importance.”   Dr. John Viasto

incorrect high forhead 
narrow muzzle 
close set eyes

incorrect dome head
with narrow 

muzzle weak chin correct head

correct profile

incorrect
hollow face

incorrect down face,
dome skull and weak jaw

In profi le, the face is fl at. When 
viewed from the side, the chin, 
nose leather and brow all lie in 
one plane, which slants very 
slightly backward from chin to 
forehead.

What you should avoid:
The face must not be crowded, but should be open, widely spaced

and balanced. Avoid a square head with a high forehead, and

search for a shallow, envelope shape.

incorrect down face
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The lower jaw is undershot and broad. Neither
teeth nor tongue show when the mouth is closed.

Flat, broad with 
black skin.

It is obscured from view by the 
over-nose wrinkle.

Set  on the front corners of
the topskull; with their heavy 
feathering they frame the face 
and add to a wide rectangular 
head.

A line drawn horizontally over 
the top of the broad, short 
black nose intersects slightly 
above the center of the eyes. 

Massive, broad, flat, low, shallow
topskull; flat between the ears.

Large, dark, bold, round, lustrous,
set wide apart. No white to show

when looking straight ahead.

Separates upper and lower
areas of the face.

Eyes

Topskull

Wrinkle

Stop

Mouth Muzzle

Ears

Nose

“The Pekingese head is the stamp of the breed ”
Nigel Aubrey Jones 
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Ears

They are heart-shaped,
set on the front corners
of the topskull, and lie
fl at against the head. The 
leather does not extend
below the jaw. Correctly 
placed ears, with their
heavy feathering and long 
fringing, frame the sides 
of the face and add to
the appearance of a wide, 
rectangular head.

Comment: “Ear size has never been a 
problem in the breed; the area where more 
shortcomings occur is in the placement. Too 
high an earset will cause flying ears that create 
a startled expression, while too low a set will 
give a houndy and rather somber expression.”
Nigel Aubrey-Jones

correct ear set incorrect high set ears ears set too far back

What you should see and feel:
The ears, with heavy feathering and long fringing, should frame the

face and give width to the head. They are set on the front corners

of the topskull and should hang forward and close to the corner of

the eye.

What you should avoid:
Ears that are set too far back tend to “fly” when the dog moves while

ears that are set too high are readily detected because they are

erect and the topskull is not level. Ears that are set too low often

accompany a round or domed skull. Careful examination is required

because these ears are often groomed up to conceal the fault.
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Eyes

They are large, very dark, 
round, lustrous and set wide 
apart. The look is bold, not 
bulging. The eye rims are 
black and the white of the eye 
does not show when the dog 
is looking straight ahead.

Comment: “When you gaze into the eyes of every good Peke, there 
should appear a little ‘devil.’ They should have a fire and aliveness and 
give the expression of a little rascal.”         
Rose Marie Katz

correct eyes

correct eyes

What you should see and feel:
Pekingese eyes are large for the size of the head and should never

be any shape but round. They should be wide apart. The darker the

eyes the better.

What you should avoid:
Eyes that are too light, too small, bulge or are too close together

are incorrect because they convey the wrong expression.



15

Nose

It is broad, short and 
black. Nostrils are wide 
and open rather than 
pinched. A line drawn 
horizontally over the top 
of the nose intersects 
slightly above the center 
of the eyes.

Comment: “Though the nose of a Pekingese can hardly be too short, 
it can easily be, and often is, too small. This is not typical and detracts 
from the ‘Chinese idol’ character of the face, which we are trying to 
preserve. My ideal Pekingese has an expression of face that is far 
from ‘pretty, pretty’; it is, if anything, quaint and rather grotesque.”
Dr. John Viasto

correct open nostril
incorrect

pinched nostril

What you should see and feel:
A completely black nose that is short, broad and

fits the overall balance of the head is essential.

What you should avoid:
Noses that are too small or too large, pinched nostrils, and noses 

that are set too low negatively affect the overall balance of the head.

correct nose
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Wrinkle

It effectively separates the 
upper and lower areas of the 
face. It is a hair-covered fold of 
skin extending from 
one cheek over the bridge of 
the nose in a wide inverted V 
to the other cheek. It is never 
so prominent or heavy as 
to crowd the facial features, 
obscure more than a small 
portion of the eyes, or fall 
forward over any portion of 
the nose leather.

incorrect heavy nose wrinkle

Comment: “The unexaggerated overnose wrinkle complements the 
Pekingese face beautifully, but a heavy, overdone wrinkle that tends to 
obscure the nose leather is another contributing factor toward creating 
a face that is less than open-featured.”   Nigel Aubrey-Jones

What you should see and feel:
The nose is framed by the wrinkle, which separates the upper 

and lower areas of the face. The wrinkle is over the stop and 

should not interfere with the nose placement.

What you should avoid:
An exaggerated overdone wrinkle covers the nose leather and

eyes and causes the face to appear crowded.
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Stop

It is obscured from 
view by the over-nose 
wrinkle.

correct profile

“Judging is about 
putting up great dogs 
because of virtues 
and not putting them 
down because of 
their faults.”

Nigel Aubrey-Jones

What you should see and feel:
The stop must be deep.

What you should avoid:
If the stop is too shallow, there may be too much nose or too heavy

a wrinkle.

correct profile
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Muzzle

It is very fl at, broad, and well 
fi lled-in below the eyes. The 
skin is black on all colors. 
Whiskers add to the desired 
expression.

correct muzzle

Comment: “A wide, undershot lower jaw that also has a degree of depth 
is necessary in a face where the lips meet in a well-cushioned muzzle.
Without sufficient strength of under-jaw, an almost frog-like expression 
results, bland and lacking in the ‘snooty’ air of the real aristocrat.”
Nigel Aubrey-Jones 

What you should see and feel:
The muzzle should be broad, filled-in and cushioned, with

black pigment.

What you should avoid:
The muzzle should not protrude or overhang the chin, and

the chin must not protrude in front of the muzzle.

incorrect muzzle overhangs chin

correct muzzle
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Mouth

The lower jaw is undershot 
and broad. The black lips 
meet neatly and neither 
teeth nor tongue show when 
the mouth is closed.

Comment: “The appearance of the mouth...is of very great 
importance as a show point. Just as the muzzle must not overhang 
the chin, so the chin must not protrude in front of the muzzle, and 
the upper and lower lips should fit evenly together...a level mouth is 
essential.”                Dr. John Vlasto 

What you should see and feel:
The lower jaw is broad and undershot and the lips should be level.

The chin gives finish to the mouth and should be broad, square

and well turned up. If the mouth looks correct, it is not necessary to

open it.

What you should avoid:
The teeth and the tongue should not show when the mouth is

closed. A crooked underjaw or a protruding tongue are easily

visible. A protruding tongue should not be confused with a

Pekingese panting with excitement or in hot weather. Judges

should only gently lift the lips if the mouth is suspect.
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Neck

It is very short and thick.

Comment: “Far too many Pekingese today have too much neck, and this 
upsets the overall balance and bearing of the dog. ‘Necky’ Pekingese 
are not wholly typical, and while they may appear ‘flashy’ in Groups if 
carrying excess hair, please remember that the Pekingese is one breed 
where a great reach of neck is not an asset.”
Nigel Aubrey-Jones

What you should see and feel:
A short, thick neck that flows into the back should be obvious when

looking at the profile of the dog on the ground or table. The neck

may appear extremely short because of a heavy mane of hair.

What you should avoid:
A Pekingese with a long, thin neck can be disguised with

a heavy coat. This should be determined through hand

examination.
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Body

It is pear-shaped, compact and 
low to the ground.  It is heavy 
in front with well-sprung ribs 
slung  between the forelegs. 
The forechest is broad and full 
without a protruding breast-
bone. The underline rises from 
the deep chest to the lighter 
loin, thus forming a narrow 
waist. The topline is straight 
and the loin is short. 

too short too long

roach backed, low set tail high in rear

What you should see and feel:
The body should be low to the ground, slightly longer than tall and should 

be slung between the legs rather than sitting on top of them. The pear 

shape, with a narrow waist and the heavy forechest, is obvious through 

hand examination. You should feel a solid compact dog with great 

substance and a heavy chest. The topline should be straight without any 

suggestion of a roach or sway back.

What you should avoid:
To be avoided are tubular, slab-sided dogs that lack the correct

pear shape and dogs which have narrow or low slung chests. 

“Correct body shape is vital 
if correct balance and move-
ment are to be achieved.”
Nigel Aubrey-Jones
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stop

mandible
scapula
(shoulder blade)

carpal bones 
(pastern joint)

elbow
13 pair of ribs

tibia
tarsal bones

metatarsals
(pastern)

phalanges
(toes)

patella

femur

pelvis

Pekingese body shape

humerus

radius
ulna
(forearm)

fibula

ischium

stifle
(knee)

metacarpals
(pastern)phalanges

(toes)

caudal vertebrae
ilium
(sacrum)

withers

shoulder joint

manubrium
(forechest)

cervica l              thoracic                lumbar    
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Tail

The high-set tail is slightly 
arched and carried well over 
the back, free of kinks or 
curls. Long, profuse, straight 
fringing may fall to either 
side.

correct high-set tail incorrect low-set tail

Comment: “The tail carriage is indicative of temperament and 
attitude and therefore tells us a lot about the dog’s character. 
Futhermore, the set of the tail and the manner in which it is held 
contribute greatly to the outline and balance of the Pekingese.”
Nigel Aubrey-Jones

What you should see and feel:
The tail should be high-set but should not be gay or curled.

What you should avoid:
A low set tail may give the appearance of more body length. 

Avoid tails with kinks.
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Forequarters

They are short, thick and 
heavy-boned. The bones of 
the forelegs are moderately 
bowed between the pastern 
and elbow. The broad chest, 
wide set forelegs and the 
closer rear legs all contribute 
to the correct rolling gait. 
The distance from the point 
of the shoulder to the tip of 
the withers is approximately 
equal to the distance from 
the point of the shoulder to 
the elbow.
(continued page 25)correct front

What you should see and feel:
Because the Pekingese coat should cover the forequarters a hand examination is imperative. 

The shoulders should be firm with elbows close to the ribs and the chest must be correctly 

slung between the legs. The bone is heavy and the correct bow of the legs should extend the 

entire length of the forearm and then come into the wrist. If the dog is set up correctly, the 

front feet will naturally turn out.
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Shoulders are well laid back 
and fi t smoothly onto the 
body. The elbows are always 
close to the body. Front feet 
are turned out slightly when 
standing or moving. The 
pasterns slope gently. 

out at elbows legs too straight legs too long and thin

What you should avoid:
Loose or unsound shoulders can be detected during examination on the table and confirmed during movement. If the dog 

toes in while moving, the shoulders are loose and the elbows are out. Thin, light bones, or bones that are too straight or too 

long are not correct.
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Hindquarters

They are lighter in bone
than the forequarters. There 
is moderate angulation 
of stifl e and hock. When 
viewed from behind, the 
rear legs are reasonably 
close and parallel, and the 
feet point straight ahead 
when standing or moving.

correct rears

What you should see and feel:
Standing behind the exhibit on the table, lift the skirts 

to determine the rear legs are parallel, close and 

pointing straight ahead. Compare the lighter boned 

rear legs to the heavier boned forelegs and confirm 

the moderate angulation.

What you should avoid:
Rears that are as wide as the front should be avoided 

along with cow hocks and bandy rear legs.
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cow-hocked bandy or bow-legged too wide “The Pekingese dog should 
be judged as a whole. It 
must present a picture of 
balance and type. It must 
be evaluated for its good 
points rather than torn apart 
for its faults. In evaluating 
a Pekingese, one must 
keep in mind that it is a toy 
dog of great substance and 
character for its small size.” 
Rose Marie Katz
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Coat
It is a long, coarse-textured, 
straight, stand-off outer coat, 
with thick, soft undercoat. The 
coat forms a noticeable mane 
on the neck and shoulder area 
with the coat on the remainder 
of the body somewhat shorter 
in length. A long and profuse 
coat is desirable providing it 
does not obscure the shape 
of the body. Long feathering 
is found on toes, backs of 
the thighs and forelegs, with 
longer fringing on the ears 
and tail.

Comment: “With the present mania for hair 
and more hair, one of the aspects of the 
Pekingese Breed Standard that tends to 
warrant concern is the breed’s body shape.
The original breed standard called for 
sufficient coat to enhance the body shape, 
not mask it entirely from view.”
Nigel Aubrey-Jones

What you should see and feel:
The Pekingese coat should enhance the body shape, not cover it.

What you should avoid:
A soft, woolly coat, a flat coat or a coat that does not stand

off are not correct.
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Presentation

Presentation should accentuate
the natural outline of the 
Pekingese. Any obvious trimming
or sculpting of the coat, detract-
ing from its natural appearance, 
should be severely penalized. 

What you should see and feel:
The standard is very clear on the accepted 

appearance of the Pekingese in the ring. A clean 

exhibit that shows the natural outline of the dog 

should be emphasized.

What you should avoid:
Obvious scissoring, trimming and sculpting

of the coat is incorrect and is not to be 

tolerated or condoned.
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Color
All coat colors and markings 
are allowable and of equal 
merit. A black mask or a 
self-colored face is equally 
acceptable. Regardless of 
coat color the exposed skin 
of the muzzle, nose, lips and 
eye rims is black.

black parti-color white any other color

Comment: “When judging the breed, color should be of little 
consequence. What matters are type, soundness, balance, movement, 
character, and quality. A good dog is never a bad color.”

                                                                                       Nigel Aubrey-Jones 

What you should see and feel:
All coat colors are allowed and they should be judged equally.

Black nose, lips and eye rims are required. Dogs that do not 

have a black mask (self-colored) should not be penalized. A 

black mask is attractive but not required.

What you should avoid:
Dogs with any pigment color other than black are not correct
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Gait

It is unhurried, dignifi ed, free 
and strong, with a slight roll 
over the shoulders. This mo-
tion is smooth and effortless 
and is as free as possible from 
bouncing, prancing or jarring. 
The rolling gait results from a 
combination of the bowed fore-
legs, well laid back shoulders, 
full broad chest and narrow 
light rear, all of which produce 
adequate reach and moderate 
drive.

R. William Taylor writes, “The body should be compact but that does not 
mean short. The description, ‘short’ is used to describe length of back 
from withers to base of tail. A Pekingese should appear longer than tall, 
the ratio being in the vicinity of 3 high to 5 long. This in no way relates to 
a dog being long. A too short body, one that is square or boxy will never 
move in a free flowing rolling action. Their action will be choppy and 
almost ‘Pom-like’. It must be understood that because of the shortness 
and bow of the forelegs, the reach in the forequarters should not be 
compared to the reach of larger dogs with longer legs. As each bowed 
foreleg reaches forward, it lands on the ground with the toes pointing 
out while the body swivels slightly on the narrow waist and the shoulder 
and rib cage on that side drops. This is repeated on the other side, 
which creates the characteristic roll.”

What you should see and feel:
Correct gait on the Pekingese is only possible when the body is correct. 

The characteristic Pekingese roll must be smooth and effortless and is 

created by the correct body shape along with the bow of the forelegs.

Pekingese who move around the ring with an effortless, free rolling 

movement truly illustrate the breed standard.
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R. William Taylor writes, “If the front action displays a 
dog whose ankles practically touch one another when 
on the move it usually indicates that the dog has an 
upright shoulder. A dog can still have a good spring of 
rib yet because the legs are in front and generally on 
top of the body instead of correctly slung between the 
body his action will be untypical. Some will give the 
appearance of a trot instead of a roll. The Pekingese is 
dignified and should be gaited at a relatively slow speed 
when it will show off his demeanor and regal bearing.”  

In “The Pekingese Manual” (1957) George Bindley 
Davidson describes action as, “Fearless, free and strong 
with a ‘slight roll.’  So many have the wrong impression 
of the roll. When it is too exaggerated one can rest 
assured that the dog is ‘out at the shoulder.’ When the 
dog is set firmly at the shoulder, as he should, and the 
bowed forearms are correct, then he will naturally give 
a ‘slight rolling’ gait. Being heavy in front, with a tapering 
waist, this is quite understandable. Remember always a 
dog that ‘moves right’ is usually ‘built right.’ Some dogs

are very short in back, as well as thick and low to the 
ground. When these gain too much weight, they usually 
tend to go “down in pasterns.”

Comment: “This roll is due to the dog’s body being 
heavy in front and light behind, so that his center of 
gravity comes much nearer to the head than in the 
normal dog, while, at the same time, the fact that 
the hind legs are closely set and the forelegs wide 
apart imparts at each step a . . . . rolling movement 
towards the unsupported side.”
                                                              Dr. John Vlasto 

What you should avoid:
If the elbows are not tight to the body, the Pekingese will move with the elbows swinging out and the movement will be incorrect. 

Shoulders that are loose or too straight or dogs with narrow chests will never move with the correct roll. 

Judges should insist on slow movement, with a loose lead, in order to observe the ‘unhurried gait.’ 

Dogs that move too fast may have straight long legs and/or narrow chests.
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Disqualifi cations

Weight over 14 pounds.

The foregoing is a description 
of the ideal Pekingese. Any de-
viation should be penalized in 
direct proportion to the extent 
of that deviation.

Approved January 13, 2004.
Effective; March 2, 2004.

Temperament

A combination of regal dignity,
intelligence and self-impor-
tance make for a good natured,
opinionated and affectionate 
companion to those who have 
earned its respect.
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While the Pekingese is stacked on the ta-
ble, stand to the side, view the profile and 
evaluate the balance and overall type.  
Always remember the breed standard 
comments under General Appearance.
The Pekingese is a well-balanced, 
compact dog of Chinese origin with 
heavy front and lighter hindquarters. 
Its temperament is one of directness, 
independence and individuality. Its 
image is lionlike, implying courage, 
dignity and self-esteem rather than 
daintiness or delicacy.

This statement in the standard summa-
rizes the breed character and appear-
ance judges need to keep in mind during 
examination.

After viewing the profile from the center of 
the ring, proceed to the front of the dog 
and place your hands behind the ears 
cupping them to frame the face. The 
head is one of the hallmarks of the breed. 
Examine for a massive, broad and 
flat topskull combined with wide-set,
large dark eyes and a shallow

rectangular, envelope-shaped head. 
You should be able to see a line drawn 
horizontally over the top of the broad, 
short black nose that intersects slight-
ly above the center of the eyes. The 
wrinkle separates the upper and lower 
areas of the face and frames the nose. 
Determine that the topskull is broad and 
flat with ears that are set on the front 
corners with long heavy fringing that 
frames the face. The muzzle and the 
mouth should be broad with an under-
shot lower jaw.

Next move your hands down the short 
thick neck and continue down to the well 
laid-back shoulders and tight elbows 
to feel the short heavy boned forelegs 
that are moderately bowed between 
the pastern and elbow. Feel for a broad 
chest with well-sprung ribs slung be-
tween the forelegs. Determine that the 
topline is straight and level. Move your 
hands down the body to feel the pear 
shape and the lighter loin and the 
lighter-boned hindquarters with 
moderate angulation.

Judging and examining the Pekingese on the table:
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The rear legs are reasonably close 
and parallel with feet pointing straight 
ahead.
Pekingese should be small but
surprisingly heavy with the majority of
their weight found in the front half of
their bodies. Lifting the dog two or three
inches off of the table will confirm this.
Wrap your arm around the dog behind
the shoulders and under the body and
use your other arm to support the chest
from the front. The only reason for lifting
a Pekingese is to determine that when
lifted the dog is solid and surprisingly
heavy for its size. 

 All weights are correct within the limit
of 14 pounds and the scale should be
called if a judge suspects the weight is 
over.

  
 
 

Return the dog to the table if further 
structural examination is required. 

What you should avoid:

• Opening a Pekingese mouth is not 
necessary unless you suspect a prob-
lem. If opening the mouth is required, lift 
the upper lip gently to examine or ask 
the exhibitor to show the bite.

• Bending over a Pekingese on the 
ground. 

• Asking exhibitors to lift their Pekingese 
high so their heads are level with yours. 
This distorts the dogs’ features and 
expression.

Keep in mind that it is important to 
evaluate the Pekingese in a positive 
way, conforming to the standard, rather 
than a negative way, searching for 
particular faults.

Evaluate the overall quality of the dog.



36



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 100
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


